
STUDENT GOALS CHECKLIST FOR 

Seniors
AUGUST-DECEMBER

 �Apply for admission to your top 3-6 schools 
The Common App (commonapp.org) opens  
August 1, so you can apply before you start your 
senior year of high school! 

 �Complete the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) at https://studentaid.gov 
—it’s available beginning October 1.

 �Continue to visit colleges, and ask if you  
can meet with professors, coaches and  
financial aid experts. Schedule a visit to  
Hood at hood.edu/visit

 �Keep in mind, many college students change 
their major two or three times. Don’t make a 
college choice based solely on major.

 �Request letters of recommendation from 
teachers, counselors, coaches, employers, etc. 

 �Submit applications for scholarships  
offered by colleges and local, state and national 
organizations. Visit hood.edu/scholarships.

JANUARY-APRIL

 �Compare and evaluate the financial award 
packages as you receive them from each  
college.

 �Visit your top choice schools again this will 
help you make your decision and allow you to 
see things you didn’t see on your first visit. Many 
schools will host spring events specifically for 
students ready to make their college decision. 
Hood hosts Accepted Students’ Day every  
year—find out more at hood.edu/asd.

 �National College Decision Day is May 1.  
Decide and commit to a college on or before this 
date to secure your place in the incoming class.

H O O D . E D U

Tips for Juniors: 
Make the college search pay off! Using the online tools 

raise.me and tuitionrewards.com, you can research col-

leges and earn money to put toward your college tuition. 

Opportunity.collegeboard.org offers chances to win  

scholarships from $500 to $40,000 while you practice SAT 

skills and learn about colleges. 

Learn SAT essentials, from registering to finding out which  

colleges require an essay: collegereadiness.collegeboard.org

From test prep to test day, register for the ACT at act.org

In the next year, the term FAFSA will be used a lot. FAFSA is 

the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. You will use  

the online platform (https://studentaid.gov) to apply for finan-

cial aid to pay for college. Some of this money is free, which  

is great news; some must be earned through work on  

campus and some repaid after college.

Tips for writing your college essay. Start with a  

brainstorming session. Create an outline. Be genuine yet  

concise in your writing. Always proofread and get feedback.


